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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Garden Market 

• Special Olympics 

• Golf Outing Registration 

• Many more items 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 

04/08 Ladies Aux. Shred 

Event, SPCR 

04/08 Easter Egg Hunt - 

SPCR 

04/11 Membership Mtg – SJN 

04/13 Last day for Garden 

Market online orders 

04/23 1st/2nd/3rd Degree 

Exemplification-SJN 

04/29-30 Special Olympics 

grilling - Marmion  

 

May 

05/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

05/02 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

05/06 Roadside Cleanup- 

SPCR 

05/09 Membership Mtg – SJN 

05/13 Garden Market order 

pick-up- SPCR 

05/20 SJN Parish Festival 

 

June 

06/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

06/06 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/13 Membership Mtg – SJN 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

April 23 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

Happy Easter! I sincerely hope you have had the chance to reflect on 

the poignant message of Holy Week and the Triduum. After the 

deepest darkness comes the brightest light. If you have been around 

awhile it can be a challenge to shed the familiarity of tradition and 

ponder the meaning of it all. 

I will be traveling to my in-laws 

this Easter and will miss out on one of my favorite 

Easter traditions, my mother’s lamb dinner. It is 

the only time of the year I get to enjoy this tasty 

treat. The processed gyro cones are similar in taste 

but not quite the same as the unprocessed roasted 

leg of lamb. The meal loosely follows the traditional 

Passover meal, though we don’t have a whole lamb or spread blood on our door 

frame, the rolls are fluffy and buttery (my great grandmother’s recipe), and we don’t 

eat “in haste” and certainly save the leftovers. Lamb 

also symbolizes Jesus as the Lamb of God. As spouses 

with sensitive palates joined our family, ham was added 

to the menu. Many enjoy a lamb shaped cake for 

dessert as well. I usually go for whatever pie is 

available since the fleece of shaved coconut doesn’t suit 

my taste. 

Prior to the Easter dinner, our family would have an egg hunt. The adults would hide 

a few hundred plastic and hard-boiled eggs throughout our yard and the neighbor’s 

yard. The kids included my second cousins and the children of my parent’s friends 

and would be released from the basement (no peeking) to the outdoors in order of 

age. If it was raining, the hunt would be inside meaning the whole house had to be 

cleaned instead of just where the guests would be. The eggs were really hidden. 

Sometime not easily found without close 

inspection of the gardens, in trees, under leaves 

and around vehicles in the driveway. The rule was 

it had to be visible from some angle which 

sometime was from the vantage point of a 6’ tall 

adult or someone on their belly. The location of 

each egg was written down to account for them. 

Hints were given for the last remaining eggs but 

Mom would usually find one in a garden later in 

the year. Cash prizes were given to the top collector on top of the candy within the 

eggs. The tradition continued with neighborhood kids when we got too old to be 

searchers. Then another generation arrived. There is a photo of every grandchild 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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when they hit 2 or 3 years old holding hands with a parent pointing at an obvious 

orange egg in a green bush. Can’t wait for my kids to have kids. 

Eggs and bunnies symbolize the renewal of Spring and the resurrection of a dead 

world into new life. This isn’t apparent to the children and I would say some modern 

adults. The tradition was brought to America from German immigrants in the 1700s 

where an egg-laying hare named "Osterhase" would lay brightly colored eggs for 

good children. If mammals like platypus and echidna can lay eggs, then I guess that 

is believable. And everyone knows that bunnies poop jellybeans!  

White lilies represent the purity of Christ and also 

symbolize the emergence of new life and the horn 

shape of the Easter lily represents a trumpet 

heralding that Jesus has risen! Lilies are said to have 

sprouted from the ground where Christ's blood and 

tears fell during crucifixion, as well as in the Garden 

of Gethsemane after his betrayal. Luke speaks of the 

splendor of lilies and even the ancient Greeks and 

Romans referenced their beauty. And they smell good. Japan supplied a majority of 

bulbs before WWII but now most of our Easter lilies come domestically from just 10 

farms along the Pacific coast. I hope this is a tradition I won’t miss this year. May 

your Easter be filled with tradition, meaning, and joy! 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER Fr. Arnold Relles 

Brothers in Christ, 

As members of the Knights of Columbus, we are called to be 

disciples of the modern times. But as we live in this fast-paced 

journey, we are reminded of the elements of the reality of being 

the disciples of Jesus. 

1 Solitude with Jesus.  In laymen’s’ words, it is our 

communication with God, our prayers. We need to have a deeper relationship with 

God. We can try different kinds of prayers. We are most familiar with prayers 

where we are always talking and God is there listening. Try it the other way: try 

to listen, and God will be the one who speaks to us. This kind of prayer is called 

contemplation. We just need to be silent and listen; God will speak to our hearts. 

2 Our response to God’s call. We respond to God in different ways. I respond to God 

as a priest.  For those of you who are married and/or have children, your response 

is to be the instrument of God to share his love as husband to your wife and as a 

father to your children. Whatever response we have that follows the will of God, it 

is our way to holiness. 

3 God’s calling is followed by our mission. Whether we are in the religious life like 

me as a priest or you a family man, our mission is to share the Gospel. Sharing 

means putting the word of God in our life. And we must follow the 3 H’s of sharing 

the word of God that is … the head, the heart and the hand. We use our head to 

understand the Word, we use our heart to live out the word and we use our hands 

to put what we learn into action.  

Being a disciple, we must walk the talk. Happy Easter to all! 

Fr. Arnold 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will host a Shred Fundraising Event on Saturday, April 8 from 10 AM 

until 12 PM for a nominal donation, at the southwest corner of the parking lot at the Crane 

Road Church. 

 

 

 

 

See the flyer later in this issue for more details about the plant 

sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate 

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

April 20, 2023 

  

In honor of springtime, celebrate at the Village Tavern and Grill in South Elgin.  Enjoy lunch or 

dinner and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue to 

support local charity organizations. Great food; great service and helping others through our 

charitable giving.  Be sure to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. We are 

grateful for this opportunity and encourage you all to participate. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberley Haag, Vice President  See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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EASTER EGG HUNT – NEED VOLUNTEERS 
 

The Easter Egg Hunt is on Saturday, April 8, at 11:00 AM on the Athletic Field behind 

the STP Crane Road school (same as last year).  We still have many unfilled 

volunteers for Saturday – please help!.  It’s not a big time commitment, and you 

would be hard-pressed to find a more fun volunteer event full of excitement, smiles and 

sugar-fed energy! 

Sign up at our council Activities page here, so that we can be assured of having enough 

help. kofc12497.com/?page_id=74 

 

MAGNETS AVAILABLE – HE IS RISEN 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
 

Our council has opportunities for you to step up and lead. We need to fill officer positions of Chancellor and Financial 

Secretary however you may add your name as a candidate for any of the officer positions. Each has a varying 

degree of responsibility. To borrow from JFK; Ask not what your council can do for you—ask what you can do for 

your council. 

DUES ARE DUE 
 

Bill finally has membership cards available! Come to our council meeting on Tuesday to pay dues and pick up your 

card. If you cannot make it, dues can be paid on-line and Bill will mail your membership card. Go to this link on our 

council website to pay online.  http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44  Your timely support is appreciated. 

ROADSIDE CLEANUP MAY 6 
 

Although our roadside cleanup event offers one of the shortest volunteer time commitments, this spring’s event is 

very important.  The County’s Transportation Division, which administers this Adopt a Highway program, has been 

asked by another group to take over our assigned territory.  So far, the County is honoring our contract and years of 

dedicated service to this stretch of Randall Road between Silver Glen and Red Gate.  However, we need to “protect 

our turf” and do a bang-up job once again to quell any possibility of losing this community service opportunity.   

So sign up at kofc12497.com – Activity – Activity Signup, and join us on Saturday morning May 6th at 9:00am at 

the St Pat’s Crane Road parking lot.  The council supplies the grippers, gloves, vests and bags.  You bring your 

suntan lotion, tall stories, and charitable heart.   

Any questions?  Call Bob Gilmartin at (312) 771-6685 or Jim Gebhardt at  (312) 405-0378. 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS APRIL 29-30, 2023 
 

It’s right around the corner!  We are preparing over 1,800 lunches for the Special Olympics athletes and coaches 

across this two-day event.  See the flyer at the end of this Unitas edition for details.  We need many volunteers to 

ensure this event is a success and goes smoothly.  Volunteer sign-up is on our council home page at 

KofC12497.com.  

 

SJN PARISH FESTIVAL MAY 20 
 

Our council has offered to help with St. John Neumann’s Parish Festival on 

Saturday, May20th after the 4:00 Mass. The Knights will provide food and 

drinks for sale and possibly sell tickets for beer. We need a coordinator 

for this event.  If you like food, this is the job for you. This may be a 

fund-raising opportunity however the idea is to have economical options for 

attendees. 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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MERCY FOR THE STARVING – THANK YOU! 
 

A huge Thank You to the Knights and Ladies Auxiliary for their financial support and hands-on work during the 2023 

Mercy for the Starving two-parish meal packing event.  Together we made a difference in the lives of many kids by 

giving them hope...hope that they will live one more day in hopes they will live a fruitful life.  Upwards of 700 

volunteers walked through the doors of St. Patrick Crane Road church either in a support role or to help pack 

meals.  Together we packed 131,760 meals that will feed 359 kids one meal per day for one full year!! 

 

There is talk of another Mercy for the Starving two-parish meal packing event in 2024.  How would you like to join 

the Mercy for the Starving planning team?  Would you like to make a difference and have an impact on the life of a 

child?  Paul would like to speak with you about how you can fit in this supportive team. 

 

Blessings to all of you for caring about others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Braddock 

trombone_55@yahoo.com 

630-901-3164 

 

 

EXEMPLIFICATION SUNDAY APRIL 23 
 

On Sunday April 23 we will hold a live degree Exemplification at St. John Neumann Church in the Guadalupe Chapel 

at 12:00 noon. 

We need your help.   We need you to encourage Catholic gentlemen to join our Council.  To support our new 

members and their family, we also need Brother Knights to come and view the ceremony and welcome our new 

Knights into the Order. 

The reasons for joining can be summarized as follows.  As Knights we: Protect the Family; Defend the Faith; and 

Support our Community through our many events held throughout the year.  

Every Knight should know at least one man who would be a good candidate to join our Council.  Why not casually 

invite him to join or give his name to our Membership Chairman Mark to make the contact.  We’d like to challenge 

each Knight to invite a Catholic man to join our Council.  Membership is still free and it only takes 30 minutes.  Help 

bring new members into our Council!  Help other men grow in the Order’s principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 

If you have any questions, please contact Grand Knight Greg at gk@kofc12497.com, Membership Chairman Mark 

Schaefer at fercoghill@gmail.com, or PGK Gary Stopka at gjstopka@yahoo.com. 

 

  

Mercy for the Starving

Thank You

Mercy for the Starving

Thank You

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.”

Matthew 25:35(NIV)

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.”

Matthew 25:35(NIV)

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trombone_55@yahoo.com
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:fercoghill@gmail.com
mailto:gjstopka@yahoo.com


 

Copyright (C) 2023 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 7 of 15 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

GARDEN MARKET IS BACK! ONLINE ORDERS END APRIL 13 
 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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GOLF OUTING JULY 17 – REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 10 
 

24th Annual Knights Council 12497 "Never Give Up on Life" Memorial Golf Outing 

Brothers and Ladies Auxiliary, 

 

Golf registration will open on Monday April 10th, https://birdease.com/knightsgolf12497. Check out our new golf 

outing website, our golf committee is actively seeking raffle/auction donations and sponsorships.   Wine and golf ball 

donations will be accepted at the upcoming council meeting on Tuesday April 11th.   If you would like to make a 

wine and golf ball donation or discuss a raffle/auction donation or sponsorship but unable to attend a council 

meeting, please reach out to me directly, Fred Karl, cell:  847-373-2922.    Please remember, 100% of all profits 

support the Pro-Life Ministry of Corbella Clinic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless, 

Fred Karl - PGK 

Cell:  847-373-2922 

Email:  ftkarl@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

  

 
Event proudly sponsored by: All proceeds for the event will benefit:    

Event Contact:  Fred Karl ▪ 847-373-2922 ▪ ftkarl@sbcglobal.net 

Event website: https://birdease.com/knightsgolf12497 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
 

Since joining the St. Charles K of C Council just over 1 ½ years ago, I have been observing and learning how Council 

12497 runs and how we accomplish the wonderful things we do.  As the saying goes: “You are only as good as your 

volunteers.” 

We all joined the Knights for various reasons. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Degree Exemplification is an extremely important 

ceremony. We pledged and understood the importance of the virtues of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. We all 

promised to promote the well-being of our brother Knights. 

Since my ceremony (08/12/2021), there have been 3 Exemplifications that our council has scheduled. The reviewing 

of the principals and the promises that are made have reminded and guided me to understand why I stepped 

forward in this great effort. 

Our council will have another Exemplification on April 23 and every council is advised to: “Invite all council 

members, their families, your district deputy and your field agent to attend.”   

Think back to when you had your ceremony. When you see the announcement, please give some serious thought, 

and take an hour out of your day by showing your support and helping to welcome our newest Knight(s). 

 

Mark Schaefer, Membership Director 

 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER … BE A FRIEND TO A BROTHER KNIGHT 
 

Many of you know our brother knight and founding council member, SK Bud Howatt.  Bud is not as mobile as he 

once was, and is not able to get out much on his own.  He would welcome visits from our brother Knights, or even 

going out to breakfast or lunch.  Bud has done so much with and for our council over many years; it would honor 

him greatly to have more brother knight visitors.  His phone number is 630-624-5773.  Give him a call and enjoy 

some fellowship with Bud! 

 

 

K OF C COUNCIL 12497 NAME BADGES 
 

The council encourages everyone to wear his name badge at our monthly meetings. 

This helps the newer members feel more comfortable and as one new member put it, 

"it helps build camaraderie ". We should also use them for other council activities when 

practical, to help promote our organization and mission. 

 

If you have not received one or have misplaced yours and need a new one please email 

the Grand Knight (gk@kofc12497.com) and copy Mark Schaefer (Membership Director, at fercoghill@gmail.com) and 

it will be ordered. It should take no more than a week to get them and once Mark picks them up, he will be in touch 

to see that you receive it ASAP. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:fercoghill@gmail.com


 

Copyright (C) 2023 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 10 of 15 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The war Ukraine continues and there is still a great refugee crisis due to the damage to critical infrastructure. The 

Knights of Columbus continue to provide support. Here is a link about Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly’s recent trip: 

www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/a-message-of-solidarity.html. As an organization with Charity as our first 

principle, we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is 

little each of us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. 

Our fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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4TH DEGREE UNIFORM REBATE 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an 

offer for you.  In order to increase our Council support of the 4th Degree 

mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently 

offered.  To show our Council’s support, we are offering a $200 rebate 

when you purchase a complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree 

Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your uniform purchase.  Plus, an additional $100 

is available from an anonymous donor for a limited number of 4th Degree Knights purchasing their first uniform.  

That’s up to $400 total cost reimbursement! 

Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.  Contact GK Greg Sengstock, FS Bill Roth or DD Gary Stopka for 

more information or how to receive your rebates. Be a visible symbol of the Patriotic Degree during religious 

ceremonies and in the community. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.  So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.  

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Under the Knights Items tab on the menu bar, 

select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 
 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

… will return next month.  There was a lot of new content to include this month with our busy Easter season and 

springtime activities – and a shorter preparation period with Holy Week. Next month will include pictures from the 

regional Free Throw Contest, Mercy For The Starving, Easter Egg Hunt and more. 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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     Special Olympics Spring Games   
Saturday - 04/29/2023 & 

Sunday - 04/30/2023 

We are preparing over 1,800 lunches  
for the Special Olympics athletes and coaches 

Marmion 
1000 Butterfield Rd  
Aurora, IL 60502 

We need help from 8:00 A.M.  - 2:00 P.M. 
If you can only work for a few hours, that ok too. 

If you would like to volunteer, go to our website:  

www.KofC12497.com 

On the Home page  
To Volunteer for Saturday 04/29/2023  

Click on the Red Button 
To Volunteer for Sunday 04/30/2023  

Click on the Blue Button 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

